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Sabden in Lancashire, there stood a prehistoric site known as Jeppe Knaves Grave. 


Long ago, on the moors above Sabden in Lancashire, there stood a prehistoric site known as 
Jeppe Knaves Grave. The area was shrouded in mystery and legend, and nobody really knew the 
truth about its origins. 

According to one legend, the grave was named after a 14th-century robber named Jeppe Curteys 
who was buried there after being decapitated for his crimes. Others believed that it was a burial 
site for a noble chieftain from the prehistoric or Dark Ages. 

Regardless of its origins, the site was a popular destination for hikers and history enthusiasts 
alike. To get there, one had to navigate a series of footpaths and ladder stiles, through boggy 
terrain and farms, until they finally reached the rounded cairn with stones scattered about both 
inside and around the edge. 

At the side of the cairn was a large stone with a worn inscription that read "Jeppe Knaves Grave" 
and a small incised florrated cross, thought to have been carved in the 1960s by boy scouts. 
Despite the mystery surrounding the site, the area was known to have other Bronze-Age sites 
nearby, including a circular earthwork at Carriers Croft near Pendleton, where three collared 
urns and other antiquities were discovered during excavations in 1968-75. 

The moors above Sabden were a treasure trove of history and legend, with glacial erratic 
boulders used as marker stones, and many other possible prehistoric earthworks scattered 
throughout the area. 

But for those who ventured to Jeppe Knaves Grave, the ancient cairn was a haunting reminder of 
the past, and a reminder that some mysteries were meant to remain unsolved. 


By Donald Jay. 


